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33rd Anniversary “Return to Shiloh” Rally:  October 5-7, 2007 
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Susan G Komen Breast Cancer Foundation  in memory of Mary.   
 
It was pointed out that the RAMS June and July meeting dates are the same weekend as a national rally.  A 
motion was made that we hold our June meeting at the RA International Rally at the Biltmore Estate in Ashville, 
North Carolina.  Tim Hendrickson has volunteered to sponsor this meeting.  The motion also stated that we hold 
our July meeting at the MOA International Rally in West Bend, Wisconsin.  The motion carried.   
 
Rose-Anne Bray told everyone that she had a camera to take new pictures for anyone wanting a different one in 
the 2007 Membership Directory.  It was announced that in order to be listed in the 2007 Membership Directory, 
your dues have to be paid by February 10.   
 
Charlie Parsons has volunteered to again be our Rallymeister for the 2007 Return To Shiloh Rally.  Hank 
Widdop volunteered to be Charlie’s assistant.  The 2007 RTS Rally Pin contest is on!  Winning design will be 
picked by the members in attendance at the March meeting.   
 
Deborah Parsons talked about the up coming “Ladies Weekend”.  (Details below in the “Whatever” section)  It 
was noted that on the cover of the latest JC Whitney Motorcycle Parts catalog there is picture of a GS.�
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The Flying Saucer Draught Emporium 
1400 North Germantown Pkwy, Suite 114 

Cordova, TN 
Website:  http://www.beerknurd.com/ 
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On March 10,2007 Paul Hitchings is hosting a RAMS meeting at his home.  This is a tech day, and 
Paul is offering his services free of charge to RAMS members.  In cooperation with Paul, Grass Roots 
BMW is making the following one time offer in support of this event:  
  
Any RAMS member may order service items (such as oil, filters, brake pads) for use at the March 10 
tech day at a 15% discount off regular prices.  Plus we will provide free shipping to Paul Hitching's 
address in advance of the date.  Phone orders may be paid by credit card or check.  Orders should be 
placed by March 1 so that we can be sure to have the required items available, and to provide time 
for UPS delivery, assuming that there may be more than can be carried on a motorcycle.  
  
Paul tells me that he will also have the Daytona 200 race on his television for those of us who are road 
racing fanatics.  It promises to be a great day. 
  
Cheers, 
Herb and Reno 

�
 

2007 BMW RAMS dues deadline is approaching! 
 
In order to be listed in the directory your dues must be received by Feb 10th. 
This can be accomplished by mailing a check for $15.00, made out to BMW RAMS. 
 
Charlie Parsons 
2314 Evelyn Lane 
Jonesboro, AR 72401 
bmw143@suddenlink.net 
 

�
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Florida’s “Coolest” Rally 
BMWNEF Winter Rally: Camp Blanding, FL 

 
- Tim Hendrickson 

 
Last year in early January, I decided to go to the Winter Rally put on by the BMW club of 
northeast Florida. I gave them a call since the announcement in the MOA magazine said 
attendance was limited to the first 400 registrants. What I found out was that the rally was a sell 
out. I asked about possible cancellations and what chance I might have if I just, “showed up”, 
only to find out that pre-registered guests ONLY would be admitted. 
 
Supposedly, the reason for all of this is that it is a Military Reservation, operated by the Florida 
National Guard.  
 
Later I found out that Tom Wright (local R100RT owner), had pre-registered and attended the 
rally. He said he had a good time and his only complaint was the weather, which nearly blew him 
away, and was pretty cold. He said he would go again. 
 
This year I pre-registered about the first of December and made plans to attend the rally. 
 
In my preparation, I decided to contact an old high school buddy that lives in Jacksonville, FL. 
His name is Kelly Himmelheber, and he moved to northeast Florida to attend the University of 
Florida at Gainesville, back in the mid 70’s, after spending 10 years in the Navy on Nuclear 
Submarines. He enrolled in U of F, and earned a degree in Nuclear Engineering. He stayed in 
school and earned a Masters and a Doctorate degree (He says he “just really liked” school). They 
are; “Died in the wool, Gator fans!” 
 
He and his wife Peggy bought a 41’ sailboat and lived aboard it for many years. They eventually 
bought a small house near the Marina to go when it got cold and also to, “store their stuff”. He is 
a motorcycle enthusiast and owns a Honda 1300VTX, and a new Monster S4 Ducati. 
 
After finding out I could not gain entry to Camp Blanding until 9:00 AM Friday morning, I 
called Kelly and he invited me to come into Jacksonville Thursday and spend the night at their 
home. 
 
Over lunch one day, I found out that Ranger Cook was planning to meet his two brothers, and 
his dad, in Orlando that same weekend. They attend a large sporting goods trade show there 
every year. Ranger was going to ride down on his LT, leaving early Wednesday. I decided to join 
him. 
 
I met Ranger at the MAPCO Station in Collierville at 6:00 AM straight up! It  was 28 degrees, 
and I kind of wished that my RT had tires good enough to make the trip. When my new tires 
failed to make it in time, I opted for the trusty old GS. 
We decided to take US72 and 157 down to Cullman, AL, I-65 south to Birmingham, I-20 to 
Atlanta and I-75 South into Florida. Thank goodness for Gerbing’s heated clothing! I stayed 
warm, although my fingertips got cold, in spite of my heated grips. 
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It warmed up quite a bit between Birmingham and Atlanta. Around lunchtime, it was time to 
turn off the electrics and enjoy the sunshine. The trip across 20 to Atlanta was pretty boring and 
I became pretty sleepy. Atlanta’s nutty drivers cured that problem, and I was wide-awake as we 
passed through Atlanta. 
 
The weather forecast called for temperatures in the low 30’s in South Georgia, so I decided to 
look for a cheap motel. Around 5:00 I found a promising exit in Lenox, GA and bid farewell to 
Ranger, who had reservations at a nice hotel in Orlando. 
 
Bingo! $24.99 for the bridal suite at the Knights Inn. Well, maybe not the Bridal suite, but clean, 
hot shower, and a warm room. Beat the heck out of a 2 man tent in 30 degree weather. 
 
Next morning up at 6:30 and after a good breakfast head out to Jacksonville. Kelly is still at his 
work when I arrive, so I decide to do a little exploring, I actually lived briefly in Jacksonville in 
the early 70’s. I ride out to Jacksonville Beach for Lunch and a look around. Wow! Has it 
changed in 35 years. 
 

 
Downtown Jacksonville 
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Jacksonville Beach 

 

 
Surfs Up! 

 
Most of the places and sights I remembered about Jacksonville Beach are long gone, either 
blown away by the Hurricane in 1999, or replaced by new construction. 
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Keeping Watch over The Fishing Pier 

 
Thursday, night Kelly and Peggy take me out to dinner at a local seafood house and we enjoy 
rehashing old war stories. 
 
Friday morning, Kelly and I head over to a nearby restaurant for a light breakfast and coffee. 
Watching the weather on TV that morning we note that Memphis is being punished with a slow 
moving cold front. Lots off cold wet stuff! Kelly suggests that I come back Sunday after the 
Rally, and go riding with him Monday, since it is a holiday. Sounds good to me! 
 
The ride down to Camp Blanding is a short one (about 25 miles). Once there, I find out that the 
rally sold out by Dec 20th, this year they pre-registered nearly 500. 
 
Funny thing about this rally is that although they had nearly 500 show up, the only time you 
could tell it was at the organized meals (in the huge dinning room), it was packed. Several 
vendors showed up and they had organized GS and street rides that took up most of Saturday. 
Also, the normal rally goers that I consistently see at rally’s were missing. I only saw 5 or 6 
people that I had ever seen before at rally’s, and most of those I did not really know. Tom 
Wright was there however, this time riding his little 500 Suzuki. He said the wind beat him up 
pretty bad and the little Suzuki gets terrible gas mileage at 80 mph. 

 
 

Camping at Camp Blanding 
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Camping at Camp Blanding 

 

 
The Rally Campground is huge 

 
The rally site is huge, and offer’s both motel style lodging, and cabins, as well as camping. There 
is adequate restroom and shower facilities that are clean and plentiful. No waiting, at least where 
I was. They had a coffee pot set up in the Campground, since Rally Central was about a mile 
away. A very big place, if they could talk the base brass into it, they could easily accommodate 
twice the number they do. 
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The Campground is situated around a very unusual lake that is perfectly circular in shape. I 
thought it was a man made reservoir. I later learned that Kingsley Lake was formed by a large 
Meteorite, that hit the Earth many million years ago.  
 
Sunday afternoon, I traveled back to Kelly’s place and watched NFL football with Kelly and 
Peggy. Monday we rode together about 100 miles and had a great lunch at the oldest diner in 
Florida. We bid our farewells, and I went on to Daytona to see the NASCAR “Fanfest” that was 
going on Tuesday. 
 

 
Kelly, Peggy and Their Friend Jeff 

 

         
          Camping at Daytona Holiday Travel Park                           Elliot Saddler 
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                           Carl Edwards                                       No #99 Headed out for some hot laps 

                 
                   FedEx Pilot Denny Hamblin                                      Matt Kenseth 

                 
                         Jeff Gordon                                                              Juan Montoya 
 
I got up Tuesday, went to the track for breakfast then on to Fanfest. I was not as thrilled with the 
event as I thought, and tired of it after a couple hours. OK, been there, done that, time to head 
home. 
 
Temperatures the entire time I was in Florida had daytime highs in the mid 70’s to mid 80’s, 
calm winds and lows in the mid 60’s. Perfect winter weather for me! 
 
Departing Daytona in 85 degree weather, I headed north and then west on I-10. Around 
Tallahassee, the temperature began rapidly dropping and the sky turned gray. Turning north on 
US 231 and heading into Dothan, I had my electrics back on and plugged in. While at the rally I 
picked up a pair of Gerbing heated gloves that plug into my jacket liner; no more cold fingers! A 
Motel 6 in Dothan provided a good nights warm sleep, and a nice dinner at the Outback 
Steakhouse next door. 
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Wednesday morning it was cold in Dothan, suited up and plugged in I set out for Memphis, 
arriving around 3:00 PM. 
 
Nice trip!  
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March 10, 2007 Paul Hitchings’ home and garage 

Jackson, TN 
**Please see note from Herb 
Anderson re: Grass Roots BMW 
parts special ** 
 

Paul (Kapt. Krunch) Hitchings 

April 14, 2007 Village Creek State Park, Arkansas 
 

Charlie & Deborah Parsons 

May 12, 2007 Grassroots BMW 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri 
 

Herb & Reno Anderson 

June 9, 2007 BMW RA International Rally 
Biltmore  Estate 
Asheville, NC  
(Rally dates:  June 7-10)  
**NOTE LOCATION** 
 

Tim Hendrickson 

July 14, 2007 BMW MOA International Rally 
West Bend, WI  
(Rally dates: July 12-15)  
**NOTE LOCATION** 
 

BMW RAMS 

August 11, 2007 TBA 
 

Tab & Lisa Gillihan 

September 8, 2007 Bobby’s Estate 
Henry, TN 
 

Bobby Bowden 

October 7, 2007 
(SUNDAY, 9AM) 

“Rally Central” 
Return to Shiloh Rally 
**NOTE TIME CHANGE** 
 

BMW RAMS 

November 10, 2007 OPEN 
 

 

December 8, 2007 RAMS Christmas Party 
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Every Sunday:  
(except holidays)  
 

Sunday Morning Breakfast  (and Ride)  
 
Location: Mama Judy's Restaurant in Lavina, TN 
Time:   Meet on the porch at 8:30AM; breakfast at 9:00AM; 
Ride:  Starts at 10:00AM after the whistle blows at US Army Milan Arsenal 
For more information:   Richard Jones (Jackson), Tim Hendrickson (Memphis)  

 
�
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Events (2007):  
(Updated as information available)  

 
March 2-11 6th Annual Daytona Campout 

Sponsor: B-CUBED  
Location: Holiday Travel Park, Bunnell FL 32110 
Contact: Jann Paxton at Jannp001@netzero.net 
Jo Smithdeal at Josupac@Yahoo.com 
 OR 757-930-4927  
 

April 6-8: Veteran BMW Motorcycle Owners Rally  
Sponsor:  Veteran BMW Motorcycle Owners Club #315 
Location: Bench Mark Works,  
3400 Earles Fork Road 
Sturgis, MS. 
Rally website: http//members.aol.com/vechbmw/veteran.html��
 

April 13-15: Doo-Dah International Sidecar Rally & Tax Revolt 
Location: Village Creek State Park 
201 County Road 754 
Wynne, AR 72396 
Comments:  Just a friendly campout; no fees; no pins; bring your own food & 
beverages. Camping fees on your own. 
 

April 13-15: 15th Dogwood Trail Rally 
Sponsor:  BMW Riders of Mississippi #199 
Location : Askews Landing Campground, Edwards, MS 
Website:  www.bmwridersofmississippi.org 
 

May 4-6 17th Georgia Mountain Rally 
Sponsor:  BMW M/C Owners of Georgia #23 
Location : Bald Mt. Park Campground Resort, Hiawassee, Ga 
Website : www.bmwmoga.info 
 

May 18-20 33rd Great River Road Run 
Sponsor : Madison BMW Club #7 
Location : Veterans' Park, Soldiers Grove, WI 
Website : www.madisonbmwclub.org/gr3.htm 
 

May 18-20: 9th Annual European Riders Rally 
Sponsor : BMW Motorcycle Club of Nashville #101 
Location : Burkesville, KY 
Website : www.bmwmcon.org 
 

May 24-27: 19th "Great Chicken Rally" in Rocket City 
(aka "Mo Chicken Rally") 
Sponsor : BMW Motorcycle Owners of Alabama (#5) 
Location : Ditto Landing, Huntsville, AL 
Website : www.bmwmoal.org 
 

June 3-5: 28th Annual Land of Oz Rally 
Sponsor : Kansas City BMW Motorcycle Club 
Location : Linn County Park, LaCygne, KS 
Website : http://www.kcbmwmc.com/index.html 
 

June 7-10: 13th Annual Howdy Summer Sidecar Rally  
Sponsor:  Georgia Sidecar Club 
Location:  Two Wheels Only (TWO) Campground, Suches, Georgia 
Contact:  James Allmond @478-471-9153 
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June 7-10: 35th Annual BMW RA International Rally 
Sponsor : BMW Riders Association 
Location : Biltmore Estate, Asheville, NC 
Website : http://www.bmwra.org/rally/ 
 

June 15-17: 15th Gathering of the Clans  
Sponso r: Airheads Beemer Club 
Location : High Country Motorcycle Camp , "near" Ferguson, NC 
Website : www.bmwairheads.org 
 

June TBA: 31st Iowa Rally 
Sponsor : Pure Stodge Touring Association 
Location : Iowa County Fairgrounds, Marengo IA 
Website : http://purestodge.org/ 
 

June 21-24: 29th USCA National Rally  
Sponsor : United Sidecar Association  
Location : Grandfather Mountain Campground, Foscoe, NC. 
Website : www.sidecar.com 
 

June 22-24: Missouri State BMW Rally  
Sponsor : Springfield BMW Road Riders 
Location : City Park, Crane, MO. 
Contact:  Connie Myers - BeemerGranny2@aol.com 
 

July 12-15 35th Annual BMW MOA International Rally 
Sponsor : BMW Motorcycle Cycle Owners of America  
Location : West Bend, Wisconsin 
Website : www.bmwmoa.org 
 

July 19-22 35th Top o' the Rockies Rally 
Sponsor : BMW Motorcycle Club of Colorado #66 
Location : City Park, Paonia, CO. 
Website : www.coloradobeemers.com 
 

July 27-29: AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days and AHRMA Racing  
Location : Lexington, OH 
Website : http://www.vintagebmw.org/current/news-events/rallies.htm 
 

Aug 9-12: 34th Stanley Stomp Rally  
Location : Grandjean, ID 
Sponsor : Bavarian Mountain West Motorcycle Club of Idaho 
Website:  www.idahobmwriders.com 
 

Aug 16-19 30th Dan'l Boone Rally 
Sponsor : Carolinas BMW Motorcycle Owners Assoc. #220 
Location : KOA Campground, Boone, NC 
Website : www.carolinasbmwmoa.org 
 

Aug 17-19: 41st Four Winds BMW Riders Rally 
Sponsor : Four Winds BMW Riders 
Website : http://www.4windsbmw.org/ 
 

Sept TBA 13th Beemers in the Bluegrass Mini Rally and Campou t 
Sponsor : Bluegrass Beemers #146 
Location : Strohmeyers Stillwater Campground 
Website : http://www.bluegrassbeemers.org/events.htm 
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Sept TBA 11th ROK on Rally 
Sponsor : BMW Riders of Knoxville 
Location : 
Website : http://www.bmwrok.org/rok_on_rally.htm 
 

Sept 7-9: 37th Annual Wisconsin Dells Rally  
Sponsor:  Wisconsin BMW Motorcycle Club 
Location : Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin Dells 
Website : http://www.wiscbmwclub.com 
 

Sept 14-16: The Fifth Annual Beemers and Brats Rally  
Sponsor:  Bavorak Motorrad Riders  
Location:  Oak Ridge Campgrounds, Rockport, IN 
Website:  www.bavorak.org/rally2007 
 

Sept 15-16 1st Colorado Classic 1000 
Sponsor : BMW Motorcycle Club of Colorado #66 
"Denver to Steamboat Springs the long way around! Register for the inaugural 
Colorado Classic 1000, our new long distance rally which asks participants to ride a 
thousand miles in a day." 
Website : www.coloradobeemers.com 
 

Oct 5-7: 33rd Return to Shiloh Rally 
Sponsor : BMW RAMS 
Location : TVA Campground, Pickwick Landing, TN 
Website : www.bmwrams.com/rts/ 
 

Oct 12-14 32nd Falling Leaf Rally 
Sponsor : Gateway Riders BMW Club #22 
Location : Potosi, Missouri, 
Website : www.gatewayriders.com 
 

Oct TBA: Halloween Beemer Bash 
Sponsors : BMW Triumph Vespa of Little Rock, Arkansas Naturally Beemers, BMW 
RAMS and BMW RATS, 
Location : The Oasis Renewal Center, 14913 Cooper Orbit Rd, Little Rock, 72223 . 
(501) 225-6890.  
Contact : BMW Triumph Vespa of Little Rock: (501) 374-4BMW or Tim 
Hendrickson: (901) 628-3874 
 

�
�

�
��� 
�)
!��*�%��
 �
��+�
�

(	�
�����	��������������
�$!&'����������)
*�����

� 
���
�����������+��(	�
���
���

��������

�
�������

����
���������������������
�� �,�
�

 
Chris Robilio 
5021 Robindale 
Memphis, TN  38117 
Phone:  (901) 685-7367 
Email:  
mrobilio@netzero.net 
BMW Bike(s):  '75 R75/6 

 

 
Nick Woodward 
934 W. Riverwalk Drive 
Memphis, TN  38120 
Phone: (901) 747-0415 
email:   
NickT2004@bellsouth.net 
BMW Bike(s):  '74 R90/6; '77 
R100/7; '07 R1200R 
 

 
Shelby L. Criddle 
445 Mebane Road 
Oakland, TN  38060 
Phone:  (901) 488-0858 
Email:  
scriddle01@midsouth.rr.com 
BMW Bike(s):  '05 R1200RT 
 

�
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For as long as they last:  2004 & 2005 Rally t-shirts for only $5.00.  We have a very limited number/size of these 
t-shirts.  If you are interested, please contact either William or Rose-Anne Bray to see if we have your size 
available.  Also, there are a few 2006 shirts available for $12.00 each. 
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