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Charlie and his newest toy. The restored R-12 Messe nger Bike from Rommell's Africa Campaign. (Veteran' s MC 
rally, Sturgis, MS) �
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Overflow camping in the Graveyard 
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The Fitzgerald's dog enjoying a fresh bone from a B BQ shoulder.  

He even growled at Pat! 
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At our April RAMS meeting, Butch Turner asked Spencer Bennett, Mike Dale, Charlie/Deborah Parsons and me 
if we would provide our sidecar rigs for the opening ceremonies of the Art Of The Motorcycle exhibit in Memphis 
on April 23rd.  Charlie had already committed to bringing down his new toy to Vech’s that weekend.  Deborah 
volunteered to do the honors with their rig.  I whined to Butch that I was planning to go to Vech’s, but I would do 
it if he really needed me. As it was explained to us, we were to meet up with the ride at the Front Street Fire 
Station and lead the possession on to the Pyramid.  We were to be carrying some “dignitaries”  (Butch did not 
know who at that point).  There were several comments about “whom” we would rather NOT have in our cars, 
but all agreed to show up.  When I told my spousal unit about the event, she was not happy with how the rig 
looked.  I, on the other hand, did not fully understand her problem with the bike and sidecar.  Ok, sure it was not 
really, really clean, but hey, I could live with it.  But, not Rose-Anne!  Bless her heart, she washed, scrubbed, 
detailed and waxed that rig into something that I had never seen before!  I did not know that it could look that 
good.  She spent the better part of three of her off days (non work scheduled days) working on it.  I jokingly told 
her that I probably would go through rain and destroy all her hard work.  Well, Saturday morning rolled around 
and I headed out up 78.  Wouldn’t ya know it, between New Albany and the state line, I went through THREE 
rain storms, one of them quite intense.  Between the rain and the road grime that was thrown onto the rig by the 
18 wheelers, the bike was a mess when I arrived at the appointed meeting place.  I had no sooner gotten off the 
bike when Deborah opened her sidecar’s trunk and came running over with rags and cleaner and I do not know 
what all and got at cleaning the bike up again.  Spencer pitched in to help also.  Before long, the mess was 
cleaned up and it was looking almost as good as it did when I left home that morning.  It had not rained in 
Memphis and everyone else had clean rides.  OK, so we are lined up (sort of) and ready to go and are looking 
around for our dignitaries.  No one seemed to know where they were or when they would arrive.  We got word 
that the bike caravan was exiting the expressway onto Union Avenue.  WHERE ARE THE FOLKS?!  Just then 
an SUV roared up and we could hear lots of laughter and gaiety coming from within the vehicle.  We couldn’t 
see anyone because of the heavily tinted windows.  Someone, I do not remember who, ran over and tried to get 
the people to hurry to a rig because we could hear the Police escort approaching.  As the sirens got louder, our 
passengers sort of moseyed on over and picked their ride.  Just as everyone is loaded up the escorted group 
roared around the corner from Union onto Front Street.  It became VERY apparent to us that no one had 
bothered to tell the Police or the front riders that we were supposed to head out in front of the group.  So, one by 
one we scrambled into the line wherever we could find a spot.  We were strung out all along the first half of the 
line of bikes.  Spencer headed out first, then Deborah, Mike Dale, then me and Butch was last.  By the time I 
arrived, Spencer and passenger had already gotten out.  Deborah was helping her person out and Mike was just 
shutting down.  Butch came in a few minutes later.  So much for being the front of the parade!  Oh well, 
everyone had a good time even if it was a little scary jumping into the line in front of a startled Harley rider.  I 
had Kevin Klein (is that how his name is spelled?) as my passenger.  He asked me a question as we started out 
and as I was answering him, I noticed that when approached a camera (especially a TV news camera), he 
would ignore me and just smile big and wave at the lens.  He asked several questions as we preceded up Front 
Street and this occurred each time.  I stated just jabbering nonsense and he never even noticed!  When we 
arrived at the Pyramid, he jumped out and started pumping hands and mugging for the cameras.  I guess that 
goes with his job as head (?) of the Memphis/Shelby County Tourism Bureau.  Our part of the “show” was over 
quite quickly, so we were free to do as we wished after that.  The only thing that I was wishing for was my winter 
riding gloves.  I got quite chilled on the trip up and was not looking forward to riding back with my vented 
summer gloves.  Oh well, at least it did not rain on the trip back home to our Pontotoc farm. 
 
William Bray 
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PS  I want to publicly THANK Rose-Anne for all the hard work she put into getting the bike and sidecar “purdied 
up”!  Any of you fellers got a wife that would do that?!  NO, she ain’t for rent!  She bees mine and mine alone!!!   
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He likes bikes, 
BMW, Harley and Honda 
Yamaha, Suzuki, Ducati , 
All bikes. 
He looks at them in books, 
He looks at them in shows, 
He sees them on the web, 
He reads the magazines in bed. 
He talks about bikes, 
He rides bikes, 
He has a bike club, 
And they  talk about bikes, 
They compare their bikes, 
Their wants and dislikes, 
They all like bikes. 
He likes red ones, and blue ones, 
Orange ones and yellow, 
But mainly, he likes  
Black bikes. 
Big tires, 
Fancy Fairings to block the wind, 
Lots of chrome,  
ABS brakes. 
He dreams of a good ride, 
Wind on his face, 
Whirling through space, 
Freedom comes easy, 
On a bike. 
 

�
 

Top ten Reasons to Join The BMW-RAMS 
- Bobby Bowden 

 
10) Lively discussions via the RAMS mailing list. 
 9) Mike Pandolf 
 8) Monthly meetings hosted by different members at  different locations which 
prompt you to get on your bike and ride it somewher e. 
 7) Club rides to new and interesting places to eat  lunch. 
 6) Sunday morning rides to Mamma Judy's to eat bre akfast. 
 5) The Return to Shiloh Rally.  Lot's of fun, lot' s to eat. 
 4) Mike Pandolf's semi bi-annual Pie Run. 
 3) Contacts with other BMW nuts both near to you a nd far away. 
 2) The benefits of a community of people that not only share the same interest in 
motorcycles but, also looks after it's own as well.  
 
And, the number one reason for anyone to join the B MW Riders of the Midsouth 
is.... 
 
MIKE PANDOLF! 
 

�
�
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Double B Boy’s Ranch 
9224 Quito Road 
Millington, TN 38053 
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Zach Farley  
3903 Douglas Ave 
Memphis TN  38111 
(901) 230-0424 (cell) 
email: zf@kirksmithhart.com 
BMW Bike(s): 2004 K1200GT��

Cesar Galvis   
8280 Niblik Cove #202 
Cordova, TN  38016 
(901) 386-8451 
(901) 419-7194 (cell) 
email: cesargalvis@hotmail.com 
BMW bike(s):  2004 R1200CLC 
�
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Every Sunday:  
(except holidays)  
 

Sunday Morning Breakfast  (and Ride)  
 
Location: Mama Judy's Restaurant in Lavina, TN 
Time:   Meet on the porch at 8:30AM; breakfast at 9:00AM; 
Ride:  Starts at 10:00AM after the whistle blows at US Army Milan Arsenal 
For more information:   David Moulder (Jackson), Tim Hendrickson (Memphis)  

 

Events (2005):  
(Updated as information available)  

 
April 22 – October 
30, 2005 

“The Art of the Motorcycle” - Wonders Exhibit 
Location: The North side of The Pyramid, Memphis, Tennessee 
Website:  http://www.wonders.org/motorcycle.htm  
 

April 29-May 1: 15 th Georgia Mountain Rally   
Sponsored: BMW Motorcycle Owners Of Georgia, 
Location:  Bald Mountain Campground, Hiawassee, GA 
Website:  www.bmwmoga.org  
 

May 6-7: Wilderness UnRally #29 
Location:  Somewhere in Arkansas (ask Steve for directions) 
Contact:  Steve Hamilton (SHR80GS@aol.com) for more information 
 

May 13-15: Natural State Rally 
Location:  Sequoia Park, at the Arkansas River  Lock & Dam #9, located south of 
Morrilton AR, just off Arkansas Highway 9, south of the Arkansas River bridge and 5 
miles south of the intersection of U.S. highway 64 and Arkansas Highway 9.   
Sponsor: Naturally Beemers BMW Club 
Website:  http://www.naturallybeemers.org/  
 

May 20-22: 25th Roadrunner Rally 
Sponsored by:  Phoenix International Touring Society #89 
Website:  www.azbeemers.org  
  

May 26-29: Rocket City Rally   (aka the “Mo Chicken  Rally”)  
Sponsor: BMW Motorcycle Owners of Alabama 
Location:  Ditto Landing, Huntsville, Alabama 
Website : www.bmwmoal.org 
 

June 3-5: 26 th Annual Land of Oz Kansas Rally  
Sponsor:  Kansas City BMW Club, Inc. # 46 
Location: Linn County Park, Lacygne, KS 
Website:  www.kcbmwmc.com  
Contact: Karen Burdette, 33200 E 219th St, Pleasant Hill, MO 64080; 816-540-3854, 
neraksr@kcweb.net. 
 

June 9-12: 29 th Iowa Rally  
Sponsored:  Pure Stodge Touring Association  #30 
Location: Iowa County Fairgrounds, Marengo, IA 
Contact: Dan Christ, PSTA. PO Box 2143, Iowa City, IA 52244 or rally@purestodge.org 
 

June 17-19: Missouri State Rally  
Sponsor : Springfield BMW Road Riders 
Location:  Crane City Park, Crane, MO , approximately 30 miles SW of Springfield on ST. 
HWY 413/265. Beautiful shaded campground by creek. Bean pot Friday night, BBQ dinner 
Saturday with endless coffee & drinks. Self guided tours and Saturday lunch ride. Field 
events, awards ceremony, and some of the best blacktop in the Midwest. Bluegrass 
Buckjumpers entertain Friday night. Ice Cream Social on Main Street, Saturday night. $20 
pre-register, $25 on site. T-shirt for first 100 
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Contact:  Randy Hone, P.O. Box 125, Turners, MO 65765 or call Randy at (417) 831-2900 
 

 
July 21-24: 

 
2005 BMW MOA International Rally – “Beemerville USA  Rally” 
Location: Allen County Fairgrounds, 2750 Harding Highway, Lima, OH 
Website:   www.bmwmoa.org  
 

Aug. 12-14: Daniel Boone Rally  
Sponsor:  Carolina BMW Motorcycle Owners Association # 220 
Location:   KOA, Boone, NC 
Contact e-mail:  bsblume@juno.com 
 

August 19-21: 25 th Hard To Be Humble Rally 
Sponsored:  Dinky Dozen BMW Riders, Inc. # 84 
Location : Livingston County 4-H park, Pontiac, IL 
Contact:  Chuck Manley, chasman@davesworld.net or 309-825-8445 

August ___ ROK On Rally   
Sponsor:   BMW Riders Of Knoxville # 156 
Location:  KOA, 240 KOA Lane, Newport, Tennessee. 
Website:   www.bmwrok.org 
 

Sept. ___ Beemers in the Bluegrass Rally 
Sponsor:  Bluegrass Beemers # 146 
Location:  Stillwater Campground, Frankfort, KY 
Website:  bluegrassbeemers.org 
 

Sept  30 – Oct 2: 
 

31st Return To Shiloh Rally 
TVA Campground, Pickwick Dam TN 
 

 
Oct. 6-9: 

 
33rd Annual BMW RA International Rally 
Location:   Shelbyville, TN 
Website:  www.bmwra.org 
 

Oct. 7-9: Falling Leaf Rally (aka “Frozen Leaf Rally”) 
Sponsor:  Gateway Riders BMW Club # 22 
Location:  Lions Club Fairgrounds, Potosi, MO 
Website:  www.gatewayriders.com 
 

November__ Cajun Swamp Scooters Rally  
Sponsor:   Swamp Scooters # 253 
Location:  Catfish Heaven Recreational Park 
1554 Cypress Island Highway at La. 353   
Website:  http://www.swampscooters.net 
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